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The ute campaign.
Brought On by Meeker's Honest Effort

to Improve the Redmen.

CAUSED BY MISUNDERSTANDINGS.

Thornburgh's Careful Rep'y Construed by
Colorado as a Taunt

They nre neither, but simply possess acquired cliaractertsticsof both, being, however, more nearly
allied to the I'ueblos or Aztecs in religion. The
Utes to the westward of the Great Salt Lake are

water worshippers, but tho mountain Utes to the
eastward of the Great Basin aro tire worshippers,
while the Uintahs, who inhabit tho country between,but west of the Greeu, are both.Douglas, a

chief of tho White Kivur Utes or Yampahs, being a

teuipahu.ih (lire hunter), who came iroiu tho Uintahs,to which tribe he properly bolongs, although
the Saupitches (sometimes called Sau Pete Indians),
who are also Uintahs, are water worshippers or Pah
Utes. The squirrel is an object of veneration among
both Yampulis und Uncauipaligro Utes, and their
logeuds with reference to the transmission of tire
fr m tho sua to the earth aro similar.the coyote
having stoicn the ilro iroiu two celestial hags who
brought it troui heaveu (ami, not like Prometheus,
directly from lieuvon), carried it to the bear in tlio
mountain* and the bear transmitted it to the squirrel,
after whom their chief, Uuoa-choop (Ked Squirrel)
was named, uuca (red) being u favorite color, becauseUucompahgro (Ited Standing-water or lake) ia
in tlio midst of the favorite country which extends
to the Uucopah (It ;d ltivor, or ltlo Colorado).

MKKKEK's mistake.
Tlie agent at White ltivcr agoncy disregarded tho

traditions, predilections and characteristics of the
tribe over which he was appointed and its relation to
and connection with other tribes, aud believing that
the savages needed but an opportunity to adopt the
modes of civilized lite which lio thought preferable
to the procarious life of tho savage, attempted to
convert a savage tribe into a civilized community
without awaiting tho tudioiia lapse of years ordinarilyrequired for such a change. The Utcs suapeeledthat ho iuvoroil civilization, which they were

unwilling to adopt, and, favoring such Civilization,
would not hesitate to demmd from savages the
soil they refused to cultivate for uses different
from ami perhaps morn beneficial to society
than the purposes to winch tliey might cliooto to
appropriate it. father .Meeker probably entertained
such views as the savages suspcclod, tor mou of
his peculiar culture aro not seldom Inclined
to sueh wsys of thluk.ng, and to determine whether
they ruasou well would luvolve the consideration of
many nice aud delicate topics as to the nature and
origin of property in the soil sua tho extent to which
civilized iiiuu may demand it from the savages for
cultivation and the support of a larger population
entirely diiKrent from its present occupants. He
had not only ploughed and tilled a held at tho
agency, but constructed au irrigation ditch intended
to irrigate a much larger area, anil while hu taught
the Indians to cultivate the soli Ins daughter taught
the children to read, i his aroused the suspicion of
tin- more suspecting savages, who did not want their
children to relinquish the customs of their fathers .
wli<>, 11 He most people, pr ler their modes of life
to the modes of life of other people, dooming that
buriMtriaui which is not In accordance with tho customsot the community in which they were born and
resell with their Kindred, Tho stisplr.oiis aroused
by what hud hoen done were not all yi d by the
I'll !' 11 at loll- III.I' II fur III II r.. ,11 I In.

<>f fencing material ami auricultural liuuleinetila
liiaili' for Use, l>ut which the Iixll.aitn were not dtspoaedto me, ami *o Interred uin»t be for the use of
white men who woiihi coine ami occupy the
country and till the land which they wanted
for urasiutf purposes, unit from which they
were determined to espel ail Intruder*, lent,
perchance, they inixht lone all of their illlulllame and become a tribe without a country,
Which to tlietr mode of thtukiiiu i* worae than extermination.They were told that they mlglit select
homestead* like white men and they would never
be disturbed in their possession*} hut they well
knew that to do so Ihey must work, and said, "lu-
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Now that tho army has halted to await the roault

of pcoee negotiations the campaign directed trom

the north against tho L'tes may be considered at an

end, for by tho time negotiations can be concluded
the season will bo so advanced that a resumption of

field operations and active hostilities will be barred
by the snow in the mountains between the White
and the Grand, which in themselves constitute no

inconsiderable obstacle to the passuge of troops, and
which with the added snows of v.iuter
become an insurmountable barrier. And as

the forces in the hold under General Alerritt rest

encamped at tho objective point of the recent movementsin this quarter, not only docs tho time, but the

pluce also, present a tit occasion for a review of the
events of tho campaign and a summing up of its results.Any attempt, however, to review events and
results in this case must be unsatisfactory, for in

any event Indian cumpaigns viewed from a military
standpoint cannot but lie unsatisfactory, owing to

the untimely interference of a co-ordinate brauch of
the government in behalf of the enemy, not

only before ho has suod for peace, but
while ho is yet exultant over victories recentlyachieved, and believes that tho military
forces would gladly withdraw disarmed and dismountedif permitted by the enemy so to do. Not

only are events robbed of their legitimate results
and the military arm raised to strike arrested in its

descent, hut ouo hand of tho government caresses

the enemy that tho other hand would chastise. Such
being the case the important events achieved are

few and the results insignificant. The events are a

massacre, a battle ami a simple tragedy.the first,
provoked by its priucipal victim and precipitated by
tho second event, was avoidable; the second, mistakenlyintended to avoid the first, was s blunder,
and the last, which was unnecessary and unintentional,was even worse than a blunder, for it was
purposeless, in so far as it involved the life of one

of the most brilliant young officers in tbo service.
When 1 mention a massacre to the i>ublic my innuendois manifest, but it is not so clear to me tbst the
killing of Agent Meeker and the agency employes was

an unprovoked massacre, as that the buttle on Milk
River was a blunder and the death of Weir a useless
sacrifice.worse than a blunder. And when I am not
sure that it was a massacre it is not because 1 insist
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iuaauiucli as Mr. Meeker ouly was killed before ro.
Bistunce was ofl'erod aud the women and children
were saved alive, tliore was not that indiscriminate
butchery of many implied by the term employed as

most nearly describing the event. From the point of
view in morals occupied by civilized man tho late N.
C. Meeker was a true philanthropist in its broadest
sense, but his humauitarianism had not for its basis
that intimato knowledge of humanity in its various

phases so essential to tho advantageous cxerciso of
benevolence, lie desired above all things to civilizo
his wards, but his wards thought their modes of lifo
mure suitable to their condition and more congenial
with their tastes, so that they were unwilling to exchangethem for those of civilization.

CIVILIZATION ANl) RELIGION.

Christianity luvors civilization, but our civilization
seldom precedes Christianity which has never penetratedthe home of the Utes on the
tributaries of the Green and Grand rivers
among the mountains wherein tho waters
rise to flow through tho great canyon into tho
Gulf of California. The Jesuit fathers have tanght
the 1'ucblos to the southward and have established
missions among the blioshoucs to the northward,
but the Utes of tho mountains have been left to
themselves. They aro neither 1'ueblos nor

Shoshone*, although niton confounded with both
on account of the similarity of their language and
religion. The language and the religion of the
I'ueblo* are essentially Aztec in their origin, while
those of the Shoshoucs are only modiflcd by the
Aztec, being of hyperborean origin and less cultured.Tliey stand between, but aro modifled by
each, at tho same time imparting their
own characteristics to their neighbors and

transmitting tho characteristics of the Aztee
tribes to the hyperborean, aud vice versa.
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dlan no savey work.Indian heap bant," and they
might have woll said, it the government would deprivetliuin of tbo reservation set apart by tr aty,
what assurance could they have that it would not
in the end drive them from their homesteads. The
savage saw, and, distrustful of the white
inau, he imagined that he waa about to
be compelled to work, or .to be driveu
troiu his hunting grounds by the' encroachments
of the whites ou every side. Mr. Meeker would tell
the Indians that they should cultivate the soil aud
adopt the habits aud customs of civilized life, und
thereby become civilized and produce their own

supplies; but they would reply in saying that tiiey
preferred their own modes ot lite to those of civilization,which is not in accordance witn the customs
ot their fathers, who were good men aud brave and
whom they venerate, aud that the I'uited States, in
consideration of the cession of certain territory
which from time out ot mind had belonged to tbeir
tribe or had been acquired bv conquest from the
Shoshouea by their own prowess, had agreed to
furuiah certain supplies to their tribe aud
must erforiu the agreement or else re iuquish tlie
ceded territory which lies between their present
reservation aud the Wiud itiver Mountains to the
north and the Smoky Hills to tho east, aud was too
liig a price for what they received in exchange. Mr.
Meeker's primary object was the civilization of tho
litos.agriculture was only a means to thut und.a
luct which he did uot attempt to conceal, although
repugnant to tribal polity. He lacked the tact necessaryto the suocesslul attainment of his object,
not because he was ignorant, hut because he was
too honest to practice dissimilation and too hrave
in his attack of barbarism, uot tearing opunly to
adopt any legitimate wuasure that seemed to tend to
tlie accomplishment of his purpose, however abhorrentit might be to tho Indians' nioduBof thought
and however rupuguunt to their modes of life. He
might have enticed them by the allurements of agricultureif he had not heeu too ingeiiuous to con-
coal Ilia ulterior purpose.civilization.which wus
ever uppermost iu his mind and acta, appalling tbe
savuge mind and menacing liia barbarous institutions.Had he said to the Utss of his agency that
tiie government, having promised to furnish certain
supplies, must keep its promise and continue to
luruiah tlieia in consideration of the cessions
already made, but inasmuch us tbe government lias
uot undertaken to furnish certain other things
that would promote their cowtovt they should
produce those things uud ho would assist them in
their production without curtailing their other allowances,they would have regarded his agricultural
operations with more favor, lint ho not only held
up agriculture as a means of civilization, hut advisedthe produetion of flour, an article which the
governmeuv was furnishing in large quantities. To
produce flour would necessitate the ploughing of the
valleys, whereby the area of pasture laud for pouies
would he reduced, and In order to cnltivute crops of
wheat the Iudiaus must either work or at the expenseof their allowances employ labor. Such being
the case, they would lose their pasture laud without
receiving anything in exchange theretor except the
civilizing culture of agriculture, which they could
not appreciate, and, iu couipensatiou for their labor,
or the reduction of their allowances, they would receiveouly what the govurnuieut, in virtue of its
obligations, would iuauy event furnish iu considerationol cessions of territoty 'already made. Iu
place of raisiug wheat for flour, which the governmentis bound to furnish, he might have advised the
raisiug of potatoes, which could be produced iu
great abundauce at small expense, and which are
an article not furnished by the government.

very fonu of potatoes, which would have
beeu, in addition to their other supplies, increasing
their comfort by augmenting their provisions. In
compensation for the laud required for potato cultureoats could have been raised for the ponies, in
lieu of the pasture that the ploughed lands would in
their native state have afforded, so that the ponies
would be as well, if not better, provided tor th in

formerly. Proceeding in this way the ludiuus
would have been convinced that agriculture would
add to their means ot comfort without doing violenceto their modes of life, and such a course would
most certainly have promoted their weliare aud
made agriculture less obnoxious, but not less potentin its civilizing influence.

WllOKO END FOBEMOST.
And so the allurements of peace and the blandishmentsof easo wero put wrong eud foremost and the

Utes failed to perceive in promised civilization
solace for labor aud compensation for the relinquishmentof their savage life whoso manly sports aud
pastimes had more charms for them than all that
culture could oiler or civilization afford. Father
Meeker persisted bocsuBC lie knew he was right; the
ludians opposed him because tliey thought they
were right; aud when he ploughed the laud they
turned tho furrows hack, lie was right in one respect,but he had uot Die power to execute Bis will;
they wore in the wrong but had the power aud a
semblance of right, lie and they were houest iu
their intentions, aud a little tact might have
averted what afterward followed, but instead
of the exercise of tact blunder after blunder followedin quick succession. Fattier Meeker insisted
that lie was right, aud the Indiaus remonstrated;
he persisted iu his course and they assaulted him lu
a brutal mauuer. Ho culled for protection, aud
Thoruburgb was ordered to proceed to the agency
with a military force and restore order aud enforce
obedience to the commands of the agent, aud when
tin y demanded to know why he had called for soldiershe honestly told them that ho did so for tho
purpose ot restoring order by enforcing his commandsand to bring to justice tho offender*, who
would be arrested, put in chains and hanged.
They doubted hia ability and ridiculed him
aud bis authority wheu ho said that Thornburghhid the chains and would assist him.
This was on tho 2t>th of September, when the scene
began to darken. Meeker w.is at the agency with
his family and the agency employe*. Thoruhurgh
was advauciug, with a column of three companies of
cavalry aud a small detachment of infantry, on FortifleationCreek, a hundred miles awav, ami tho
Indians were encamped on White Biver, tho principalcamp consisting of some sixty lodges wherein
the families of a hundred aud flfty warriors slept,
being about ten miles above the agency. All began
to realize tbe situation, aud three conucll tires
burned on the night of that day. Meeker began to
realize that he was at the mercy of the ludiaua
whom ho hud provoked, and kept watch at the
ageucy that uight aud for two uighta thereafter,
as he would have done ou the uext succeeding uight
were it not that events culminated too soou, uot becausebe apprehended duuger, for Douglass and
Sowowich were for peace, but because there might
be, for Colorado aud Jack were for war. Iu tbe held
on Fortification Creek tbe gallant Thoruburgb began
to realize thai if there was work for him to do the
time for action would soou arrive, and so disengaginghimself from all impedimenta and leaving the
iniautry under the command of Lieutenant Price in
charge of a field depot, he went forward next day
with the cavalry of his command.Company F,
Fifth cavalry. Captain Payne commanding; Coiup my
D. Fifth c.valry, Ldeutenaut Paddock commanding,
aud Compauv K, Third cavalry. Captain Lawsou
commanding, in all lfio men. as his gallant adjutant.
Lieutenant Cherry, informs me.
The Indians now began to realize that the

occasion required prompt action, for the mauuerof their agent was severe and hia language
menacing, while an armed military rorce, whose
object they did not clearly comprehend, was

rapidly approaching, and which, if resisted at all,
must be resisted lu the csuyons of the mountains
that luy north of White Biver, in whose valley resistancewould tie iu vain. The will ot Ouray, tho
head chier of all the Utes, wus yot unknown, but
hair surmised to he for peace, because Ouray,
although powerlul, was supposed to be selflsh, and
therefore peaceable because it is not ttipposablo that
after disposing of the San Juan country tor his
own benefit he would relinquish that benefit in
bchulf of tho tribes at wbose expense
lie has not hesitated to enrich himself.
Home were for war rather than submission to tbe
will of their agent, but others counseled peace In
any event, and amid discordant counsels, nono prevailing,the couucil adjourned with an understandingthat the intentions of Thoruburgb should bo
a-curtatned before bis eutry upon the reservstl'iu,
whose northern line crosses Milk Biver near the
head of tho canyon at a point where successful resistancemight be practicable on account of the
strategic advantages of the position.

TXL.K BEFORE FIUHTlNfl.

Douglass aud Morrowicb, pretending loyalty by flyingthe national flag and proteasing irieudsbip for
the agent, remaiuod at the agency, but Colorado
and Jack, alarmed at tbe situation, went forward
with a body of about one hundred aud flfty young
warriors to interview Thoruburgb as to his intentions,aud If necessarv to opposo his advauce. On
the night ot the 2Ttli Jack met Tbornhurgh in camp
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111 lit** from tlio agency, ami bad »>» interview wltb
him, but the result of the interview unsatisfactory,although Jerk smoked without li-sHancy with
the officer* of thu command, Thornhurgb, however,
declining to smoke. -luck said,"Heap light. no talk,"
mid ho lulling to obUiu suliMuotory intelligence,
Colorado determined to interview the coniuiauder
:lh hu did in camp, on William's Fork, on the succeedingnight, Heptoinber !1«. which whs the evo beforethu battle on Milk llivnr, muddy
atreani ho houii to run a criniHon flood.
Colorado's interview with Thornburgh wiu liurdly
lo-s unaatiafactory thnn that of Jack on thu previous
evening, but it waa Hiiflicieiit to assure the I'to warriorof the uutriendiincHH of thu whito commander,
uud ho he rufUHcd to Hiuoko.©lie aaya that the coinluauderof tho troopn waa proud uud would not talk
peace, that when hu ottered to eacort tho commanderand tlve of hia men to the Agency for the purposeof having a big talk tliuro betoru proceeding
beyond the renervailoti lino with the rest of the commandthe offer waa haughtily rejected by tho coin inun>

der, who, holding a loaded earbmo at a ready in hlH
iiauda, superciliously Haul that bo, too, waa

a big chief, that fighting waa liia trade,
that they (the Utes) were hia beat friends
when fighting him, and bo their beet Iriend when
lighting thnn, and that although thev might kill
liiui hiR command would march to the agency mid
there execute the ageiil 'a order* by reatorfng order
and punishing thu guilty parties.a atory whose
truth.uIiiohs 1 am uot prepared to accept in its full
extent, having been told by tho olheera present at
tho iutervlew on thu fluid of-sltie that Major Tlioruburgligave uo dollnite answer, but rcaerved hia decision.saying that hu would decide next day. Tho
latter la the more likely version, for Mr. Meeker,
who kent himself adviaetl of the moveinentaor the column under Thornhurgli, with
whom he was in dally coiumunlc tiou, ou
the 'J9th, at one o'clock P. M., proposed, In company
with Douglass and Horrowicli, to meet Thornburgli
on tho 80th (the day after the hattle) and escort linn
through tho canyon, sending nut a despatch to that
effect ny Mr. F.akridgo, an agency employe, who was

with Colorado at the interview with Tlioriihiirgh on
the day previous, but who never delivered the despatch,being killed on hia vtay from the agency al lor
the commencement of the hattle. It may bo that
Colorado related what occurred during his interview
with Ihoruburgh according to his improsaious, aa it
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is not likely that the commander took much
pains to explain tho situation to the
chief, but preferred to communicate with
the agent before in anywise committing hiznself.
In any event the conference with Thornbiirgh on tho
evening or the Jxih of September at William'* fork
win not aatisfactory to the Indiaua, who returned
from it greatly disturbed in mind and uudecidcd
a* to their future action. In returning on that even-
in it they halted at the camp of Mr. John Gordon, a
freighter, who waa transporting supplies to the
agency, and whoae traiu ot ten wagons was burnt
during the battle on the following day (Mr. Gordonbeing in camp where hia brother George waa killed
on the day ot the battle). They said they were hungryand tired and desired to rest and eat. WhereuponMr. Gordon, who had retired, cau*ed colice to
be prepared lor them and they ate and
drank with him, but appeared to he depressedand disturbed in uiiud. Henry, the interpreter,j seemed to want to tell Mr. Gordon something which
he was half afraid to communicate, lie asked Mr.
Gordon if he was not arrald to go on, and when Mr.
Gordon replied in the negative he said, "What will
you do if Indiana tight? Maybe Indiana tight.Maybe uot. .Maybe you better go back.'* The true
story ot that last interview will never he known, for
all but one of thu participants are dead. Thornburgli.Meeker aud Kskridge are dead uml Colorado
alone remains to toll the story, hut ho ktiew least of
what there occurred and was put off with apparentindecision as to whether his request would bo
granted, aud his suspicious nature, iu view
of tho iuimical manner of Thoruhurgh, con!strued such apparent indecision to siguify a doililal ot his request. Hut Colorado was mistaken, for
if he had not precipitated the battle on the -Jbth his
object would hare been attained, and Thoruburgh's
command, which had about completed a day's
march, would liuve encamped and uot entrenched »

that dav on Milk ltiver, where arrangements for the
desired conference would have been completed.
Although the true story cannot be known in all its
details enough is known to convince mu that on
that occasion there was a misunderstandingon thu part of Colorado, arising from
concealment on tho part of Thornburgli
unci Kskridge, and that that misuuderstand-
ing precipitated tho buttle of Milk ltiver, involving
tho Utc nation in a war not intendud, although
half provoked.

the uhason or the fiuht.
As correspondent of the Hf.bald 1 accompanied

the movements of General Merritt on the Held mid
was on tho scene of action at Milk ltiver and the
White ltiver Agency while tho evidence of recent
events was iresh and undisturbed.-just as the

'

Indiaui. had left it, and 1 took particular pains to
collect and preserve all evidence obtainable, for e

T11... t Ik,a Ufli.tun rtuo/l 1....l;.,. K

lay stark and cold before me would never ''
tell tlie story and that the captive women 8

and children could only tell about what *
they saw, as it was not likely that their v

protectors would disquiet them with details ^
of the complications of the situation und dan- (S
gem that seemed imminent and inevitable. Upon 1
the bodies of tho dead I found fragments of writ- *
ten evidence, while tho condition und positiou of *
the bodies themselves told, in broken accents as it 11
were, the story of their deuth, which was continued ^
by smouldering ruins aud the debris of property r

destroyed in tho conflict, repeating in lauguago ^
that could not bo misunderstood the same story u

of carnage, rapine aud devastation. Putting the c

links together I And no difficulty in con- 0

structiug tho true story, tor thero is but *

one hypothesis consistent with all the ascer- 1
turned facts. I have in my despatches to the Heualu tl
given the facts us they presented themselves at the
time, but I was unwilling to venture a connected ac- J
count of the whole matter before sounding it to the &
bottom, and it is only within the last few days that b
I have been able to ascertain the sequence of events, b
which casts a flood of light upon the mystery so dark a

bet ore and makes tho truth of my theory manifest. &
What would have been but little hotter th a mere b
speculation before is now an authentic uar- ri

ratlvu, never given to the public before *
because only half guessed aud iragmcntury. 8

I have adverted to the troubles at the agency and the Cl

causes which provoked them, but tho troubles were K
not so serious as to require extreme measures ou t
the part ot the government, nor were the causes enitirely sufficient to provoke hostility on the part of
the Indians. The war, which has resulted thus far ®
in the loss of 1UO human lives, the destruction of a ti
large amount ot property and tho expenditure of
$1,000,000. was itself the result of a misunderstandiiug that half a dozen words openly spoken and not
uselessly suppressed would have avoided. On the
liight of tho -'Nth of September, at William's Fork A
of Hear ltiver, there was a council. Thoruburgb,
Colorado auu Eskridge were present. Thornburgh,advancing toward the agency with
a force of 150 mounted men, had encampe I there for 1
the night. Fitty miles lay between him and the
agency. Two days' march remained, and at the cud
of the flrst of the two days he Intended to encamp t
tfci Milk ltiver before entering tho canyon and near L
tlie northern boundary of tho Ute reservation, .

which crosses that river near the place where he in
following the usual iouto would ford it with l>is 8

command. Colorado, iu behalf of his people, had c
goue thither to arrange with the commander for a
council, to consist of Tiiornburgh, the commander; 0

Meeker, tho agent, and the cbiof men of tho White v
liiver Utes, having lctt the greater part of B
his escort, consisting of ovor a hundred Ute
warriors under Jack on tho reservation 1:

near the northern boundary at the crossing of Milk c
Hiver. where It had bivouackeal to await his return, i
and where Jaek recounted the unsatisfactory words
of the commander, spoken at Bear ltiver on the pre- 0

vious evening (September 27), Jack, with his baud, *

having iett ttio agency without instructions on tho v

2Cth,ontlio night of which day Mteker established
guards at the ageucy. Eskridge had come witli
sealed despatches from the ugout aud awaited an au-

v

swer. Thus the cotAcil stood, aud Colorado had tho *

lirst speech, aud having the word lis preferred his
request, desiring Tiiornburgh to proceed to tho ?
agency with live men of his command in order to
hold a council there before crossing tiis reservation 1
line with the rest, aud thereby provoking Jack,
who seemed ready for any emergency, even for tho c

event of war, although he desired peace. Thoru- *
burgh had not forgotten the lesson taught by the *

Canby allair, aud was uuwilliug to place nimseif at "
the mercy of the Indians, but thinking the mutter Jmight be arranged without compromising himself, *

gave Colorado an uncertain answer, dismissing him J
in such mauner as to iudicute that ho was fearless
and uncompromising. Thoruburgb then, through *

Eskridge, sent u despatch to Meeker at tlie agencv, c

advising him of Colorado's request aud making cer- J
tain suggestions which he (Meeker) approved. The ®

suggestions were evldontly to the effect that 1

Thornburgh thought it expedient for Meeker
to join him at the end of his march
ou the 22th (as he did.but not on Milk liivor nor in
the canyon), in order to hold a brief council and
satisfy the Iudiaus us to the object of the movement
without first precipitating hostilities. Meekor was
to have joined Thornburgh at that point in companywith Horrowicli and Douglass, as appears from
the despatch written by him at one o'clock P. M. on
the 2'Jth (the day of tho battle), aud sent out by Eskridge,who had goue to tho agency during the night
previous, and was returning to 'ihornburgh's commandwith Meeker's answer when killed on the
road to the agency about three o'clock ou tho
afternoon ot the 22th, but before tidings of
the battle had reached the agency. Colo,indo knew nothing of the arrangeIlueuts between Meeker and Thornburgh,
but ou tho other hand lie was led to believe that the
commander was uncompromisingly hostile, and so
he could not reassure Jack, whom, in any event, he
Was powerless to restrain, aud so Jack disposed his
warriors in such manner as, if necessary, to resist
'Ihornburgh's entry upon the reservation.

THE UATTLE.
On the morning of the 22th Thornburgh, with his

entire cavalry command (three companies.lJOiueu),
resumed the inarch, iutonditig ou the eveulng of
that day to encamp ou Milk ltiver, near tlie reservuitiou llue, where lie cxpectod that Meeker, with
Douglass aud Morrowicli, would meet him ou the
morning of tho 20th before resuming the
march and entering the cauyon. About uoou
ho reached the northern bouudar.v of tho
Ute reservation, along which white tings wcro
displayed ns signals for a parley, and during the
whole of the engagement which followed flags of
truce were frequently displayed. The head of the
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position of tLio enemy wlio uiatmod tlio lulls and
ridges to the right and to the left within easy riflo p
r.mgo being eoucuulud, unlike the tint's of truce j,d.splayed at frequent intervals along the line. The j.column passed on and tho horses drank at Milk cltlvur. whoso yellow milky waters, not unlike .Hcamunder's stream, called Xanthus by the rnoils, were so soon to become a crimson .tlood, '1 lie gallant Thornburgh, mindless of lurkiug pfoe or amhuscude, rode fearlessly at the head of plus column, without vanguard or ibtiikers, and liis jtrain liugered a mile behind. A rltto shot awakened f,the echoes which hail been aleepinR in mountain
gorges and ravines, undisturbed unless by the mur- .

muring waters in tho canyons, which perhaps lul.od '
to deeper repose. Roho answered echo until their
voices died lu the dlstauce. Another shot rcsonudud,
and then another and anollier in quick succession,
when simiutaucous shots were heard and a savage
shout went up on everv hand. A battle had com- 0
ineueed, and carnage swent the valley of the stream. d
Horse ami ruler w entdowu, and tlrst among the alaiu t,
tlir gallant l lioriibiirgu in dutuiicHa dosed bis eyes,
The cool ami dauntless Payne assumed commands d
making tlio host possible disposition of the forces ||
under his command, ami the ally Jack with Mm
savage warriors manned the double liue of rtdgut
which the train had hardly crossed, making rctrna. f'
impossible. The train wan speedily parked and in- tl
treiichincnts were begun uglier tho iinmu- ,diato direction of Cherry, whoso proud spirit
aoorna danger, while Dawson, wlioae years
of noblo deeds are yet unnumbered, aided ai
by Paddock, tan* />rur tl mm rejtntckt, held ,the eueiuy at arm'R length notwithHUmliug hie ,well directed lire delivered from the protecting crests
of the hlllR ami ridges Riirrotinding the command, 0<

ami not only scrcemug the enemy from the flro of the "

troopers, but concealing his strength oxcept in so ,

far us It was iclt and recorded in blood by the killing ,of a dozen men, the wounding of nearly halt a hurtdredmore and the slaughter of 300 animals. ,Tho ,
enemy set the grass ami other herbage on flro, and i1
the flumes threatened the destruction of thu train, Jwhich was averted by a couutcr-dro, but not without
destroying the trslu of John Gordon, a freighter, J"whom 1 have mentioned transporting supplios to
the agency. The smoke enveloped the command, ®

preventing tho delivery of an effective Are, but at
the same time depriving thu enemy's flro of Its
deadly seenracy, until the day died ami darkness
cast bur protecting sable mantle over the fluid.
The sceuo of the day's conflict ended In defeat.
And so the battle began and tho first day's c inflict
euded on Milk ltlver. During the night runners *
were Rent oui under tho cover of darkness to bring t'
rellot to the beleaguered command, but when ill li
tile morning the blood re sun climbed (lie heavens cl
it looked down upon two field* vt cururge.tut one b
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ott Milk ltivor and unotlior on White Elver, rnon
than twenty tniies away.the first the aeene of l

b-ittle, the other the sceno of what Uaa been Ueuom
luated a massacre.

TUK* XASKAC It E.
In lK-giuntug my letter, tlrsi in order, I adverted

to the so-called massacre. then to the battle, uoi
because it was first in the order of time,
lint because it haa been regarded as tin
first in importance; for I regard the twc
>vuutH as iutedependent and synchronous,
dad Colorado and Jack known what Meeker wat

writing at the agency when the battle began (tin
message that Eikridge, who had not revealed to Colirudohe result of the previous evening's interview,
was bearing to Thornburgh when killed near the
igeucy) the battle would not have occurred, for it
would have secured in substance all that they had
eiiuested.a parley- which would have satisfied the
Indians concerning the objects of the expolitionand allayed their spirit of resistance, which
lad been aroused by exaggerated notions
if the severity of the punishment that
ho agent had led thelii to believe would
le inflicted on the arrival of Thornburgh at the
bgeucy, when resistance would be in valu and they
it liis mercy. Meeker imcw that Jack was on Milk
liver with a baud of Toung warriors, but he did
lot anticipate the arrival of Thoruburgh's cornuuudat that point so early in the day. Ho thought,
is is evident, that Eskridgo would meet Thornburgh
here later iu the day, but in time to avert a colisioubetween the troops and Jack's warriors,
i-hi'-h in any uveut would not have been so serious
f the commander had adopted ordinary precauioua,for in his despatch to Thornburgh, never delveroil,ho adverted to the possibility of trouble
nth Jack alter its delivery, but belore his
rrival on the both, in which event ho
les red Thornburgh to let him know "in
rco," well knowing that In case of a battle
he agency people would be iu imminent danger,
ieuglasa and sowowioh, who, with their warriors
tul Antelope sud his bum', hail remained at the
gcucy and were atill loyal at one o'clock on the
rternoou of the '."Jth, were informed by the ageut
HHi irouoie wiiu iiacK ami » oioraou w>>ui(i mo
voided by a conference witli Thoruburgh before 111*
utry upon the reservation, but at tbat moment tbo
>ultlt; was racing, and at two o'clock it was reported
u the Indian village on White ltiver above tlio
gency by a couru-r from Jack that Thoruburgh
iad not only crossed tbo line, but a light
iad ensued and ten lite warriors had been
illod, and shortly afterward another coulerannounced the death of five more,
'he Indians at once suspected that the agent had
ttempted to betray them Into the hands of their
nciuy, and it was quickly resolved that his life
hould be forfeited for his treachery and the wur ho
iad brought upon them. A band of warriors started
t once for the agency, and when nearly there met
iskriuge going to Thornburgli with the despatch
rhoso timely delivery would have prevented the
attic then rsgiug in its fury. War had been inauurated,further communications could not restore
he dead to life, and so Eskridge, too, was killed, and
ho warriors passed on to wreak vengeauce upon
'ather Meeker, who hod been to them a friend iuced,but whom they now suspected as an enemy who
iad brought unnumbered ills upon the tribo. Ariviugat iho agency Douglass and Sorrowich, who
tud remained loyal, heard the news with astonishlent,and theu ceased to bo loyal, for the agent
ould not explain ull in an iustaut, and in any event
xplanatious were useless, for he had invoked the
rar which had at that instant awakened the mad
ury of savage revenge, and so Meeker, too, who had
hreutened to put the Indians in chains, was put
a chains and killed. Frank Dreaser, seeing Chiet
ohusou's brother approaching Miss Josephine
Ieeker, in her detenco shot him, and theu escaped,
lit not to escape death, for his dead body was
uried to-day in a cave by the roadside
bout halfway between the agency and the battle
eld, where he had sought refuge dud died of wounds
efore relief came. The rest of the employes, taking
lituge in the buildings, opened a tire upon the
cdlans, who, in order to drive them from tlieii
belter, set tire to the buildings, which, with the exeptiouof the issue house, were burnt to the
round, and iu coming out of the burning building!
hey were killed.
Owiug to the great length of this letter I shall de<

ir for a future occasion a review of subsequent
vents, inasmuch as they have been reported in do
all by telegraph to the Hkuald.

COMMISSIONER MORRISON.

NXIOOS TO EESIGN HIS POSITION IN THJ

POLICE EOAItD.UNFOUNDED HUMOUS.
"People come to me with rumors overy day," sale

layor Cooper yosterday when he was asked if then
,-us any truth in the story that was bruited about
he corridors of the City Hall, to tho effect that h<
iad asked for Polico Commissioner Morrison's res

gnation. "I am not going to discuss any rumors,'
aid he, and accordingly he gave neither douial noi
ouilruiation of the story. Tho political quidnunc!
f the municipal corridors, bowevor, arranged tin
rholc matter duriug the day, and not only deter
ulned among themaclves that Mr. Morrison's re

aoval had been decreed by the anti-Tammany lead
rs, but also pitched upon ex-Senator John Fox oi

its successor. They had not yet tixed upon th<
xoct date when the change would be made, when tli<
eporter found Mr. Morrison and asked him it then
vas any foundation for the story.
"It is absolutely untrue," said Mr. Morrison, "thai

he Mayor has requested mo to resign or has in any
i-ay intimated to iuo that iny resignation would be
cceptahle. There is, however." he continued, "jusl
Ills foundation for the report, that I have been
nxious to resign for sornu tiuio past. I am anxious
o leave the place provided I could be sure that the
iroper man would be put in my place."
"My position is just this," lie said, after be had

xplaiued that 110 one had been tlxud upon as the
iroper tiiau to succeed him. "I went into the place,
tot unwillingly it is true, but without any feeling of
gratification. It was not a place tbat I sought or deirod,and within the past two weeks I have decided
hat I did not wish to continue there. I have talked
he matter over with Mayor Cooper, and while at
irst he opposed my Idea he afterward concurred
vith me lu the thought that it was well to try to deideon the proper man to be appointed. On thii
mint, however, no decision has been reached, and
xcepting in point of time my resignation is no
tearer than it has been for two weeks."

CAPTAIN WILLIAMS' CAPTURE.
Leslie Hleronymous, ot No. 302 West Thirty
oventh street, was taken to the Jefferson Markel
'ollce Court yesterday morning by Captair
Villlams, who cliargod him with a mnrderoni
.tteuipt upon Robert P. Carrol, of No. 388 Fourtl
.renue. On July 3, It appoira, a number of gen
lomen of sporting proclivities took a barouchi
,t the Brower House to go for an airing ot
he Boulevard. They were all ensconsed in theh
daces when Hierouymous appeared at the door o!
be vohicle and, opening it, demanded a place ainonf
bom. Not a soul kuew hitu and they told him ai

uuch,-besides intimating that bis company was un
leslrable. llieronymous seemed vastly amused al
his and said cajoliugly:.
"If any one hero objects to me, lot me know it."
The occupants of the coach answered as one mac
hat they all objected to hint.
"Oh, you no. do you?" said Hlcronymous. "Bui

>orhaps there's some one bss more objections than
lie rest. Is there any one here that won't have my
locloty?"
"1 won't, for ono, said Carroll," as he spurned the

ithor from the door and shut it after him.
i'ho carriage drove off, but that evening
rhen Carroll had returned and was walkngup .Sixth avenue, he heard a stealthy
ootstcp behind him and the next moment Hicronynous'hand descended on him with a knife in it and
.he blade cut deep into hts abdomen, lie was picked
tp and carried to his home, where for a mouth he
ay in his bed in a very critical condition.
The assailant had lied, and tbo police, who had
ecu notified .of the attack.p were balked
n every effort to get upon bis track. (Ju
'ridav afternoon. however. Cantata Wtlllum
auic face to face with tho man on liroadway and at
nee put litni under arreat. He seemed unite disoncortedwhen he wan taken to court and did not
tteinpt to conceal lila chagrin and regret. "I did
t," he aaid to Juaticu liixhy when questioned about
lie oiTuncn; "I did it. and you may believe me, air,
am aorry for it." He was committed ror trial in deiultof $3,UOO bail.

REAPPEARANCE OP A MERCHANT.
George 9. Mawaon, fur commission merchant, corerof llroadway and llrooiuo atrnot, Uaa myaterlualydlaappeared, leaving unpaid, aa ia alleged,
ubta catlmated at from SS.UJO to $10,000. He waa
i«t aeon by hla friends on the 13tli inat., whon he
row ail of his funds out of the bauk, and his famyhave no knowlodge of hla whereabouts. He ia
bout sixty yoara of age, has been in the iur business
>r forty yoara, and had a very good reputation in
in trade. A creditor obtained an attachment against
ia property, but found In his store, he alleges, only
lupty boxes and an account book. Another crsdltoi
ild, yesterday, that he could not account for the
iaappunranco of the man unless bo waa temporarily
isiuie; be did not attribute it to rascality, as he
juld have obtained a much larger sum than he waa
iported to be owing.
A 11skald reporter called laat evening at the realuncoor Mr. Mitwxon, No. 1,106 Lexington avenue,

i response to Ilia Inquiries Mrs. Mawson aaid
My husband left hare on Wednesday, and told mc
e would lie back in a fsw days. That la all
know about it. If he had anyt troubles

o dlil not tell inu what thoy worn. The lady
jenied very much dlatroiwed that tho matter hail
ei'omu known. When aeked If ahe had any cxplaatlonto|iuake In regard to the matter, ahe replied
lat ahe had nothing to aay at proaont.

END OF THE OFFICIAL CANVASS.
The Doard of County Cnnvaaaera completed their
'ork yuaterday and adjourned tint die. .They met at
wro o'clock and wont throngh the formality ot readigoff the total* tor each candidate voted lor In thl*
liy at tho lant election. Those figure* have already
eon yubllahod in the ilkuaxu.

CTLE SHEET.

; DIAMOND REEF. f
*

TI1F. WOUK OF A QUAKTEU OF A CENTl'B* AL- a
I MOST COM IXETED.AN ALDE11MAMC 11EMINIS- ^

CENCB.GENERAL NEWTONS OPINION OF THE t

j OBSTBUCTION. 0
A Urge party, composed of members of the Com- »

> mou Couucil and representatives of tliu press, went

| onboard the steam tug Ajax, on the 10th of July, r

185(3, to be carried out into the East River to witness t
the process or blasting on what was then and is still ^
kuown as Diamond Koef. The rock is situated mid- u

way between Governor's Island snd^ pier No. 1. East t

River, and it is so great an impediment to commerce
that its removal has always been regarded as a

( necessity. Work was first begun upon it in the beginningof June, 185(3, the Common Council authorizingMessrs. Hustod Ac Kroc-hl to remove it, under a A
contract for (3(3,500. The Corporation expected Congressto reimburse the city, uud it was confidently
expected that the work would be liuisbod in Septemberof the same year in which it was begun. The

q
contractors also seemed to he hoperul of its early
completion, and it was upon their invitation that the ^official junketing party went out on the Ajax tor a jday on Diamond Reef. ^

A WISING AN1> A WAUSISG. ^The mode or bla»tiug at that time was that introducedby Uoucral l'saley in 1831). The powder was
^

enclosed in u canister and pluced near the edgo of the ^reef, the rock being torn off by the explosion and ^throwu into the bed of the river. The usual charge
of nowder waa one hundred nnnnda On that dav

. t]five blasts were exploded for the iluloctution of tho
City Futbors.one of 100 pounds, two of 200 ^pounds and two or 000 pound*. The lost were tho
largest charges made under General l'asloy's systom
up to that time. The day was a beautiful one and
the show was in every wuy a success. Wheu the
first blast was oxploded a cloud of water shot
up into the air In the shape of a cone

^to a height of a hundred feet with a bate
^

of fifty feet. The City Fathers were iu
^ocstacy and the subsequent operations tended
g,

to increase their admiration. Indeed, tho larger
blasts lifted so great a body of water that the Fast

w
Kiver was in danger of heiug raised out of its bed and j,
Buttermilk Channel of being cburued into the bay. a

But somehow before the feasting was finished souie J'
of the City Fathers conceived tho idea that this de- c
lightfnl junketing might have some ulterior mo- j,
tlve. and Alderman Ely, who still Uvea to recall u
these reminiscences, proposed that the under- f,
writers, merehauts and shippers of New York should w
appoint a committeo to examine the work wheu the u
contractors had completed It to see that it had been 0
properly done. The suggestion was regarded as a p
good one, aud with very good reason, for they had a tl
recent example before them to give them a warning d
1- tl... hi.l..».o U.,,nc. tl.. ..C..

man bad undertaken to improve the chauuel at Hell tl
Gate. Under this contract tbe rock was to bo re- 0
moved to a depth of 20 feet 6 inches bolow ti
mean water, but the contractor was not to l>e paid un- v

t til he produced a curtificato from Lieuteuunt Bartlett j
that its terms had been complied with. It was after- c
wards iouud that the rock had been removed to a tt
depth of only 18 feet 0 inches. There was a great b

j scaudsl in consequence, and investigation revealed a
the fact that the Lieutenant had been deceived by u
the contractor. Everybody has seen the toy dagger I

, with which the American youth of a theatrical turn u
\ of miud frightens his elder sisters. It was the theory 8

of this deceiving weapon that the Frenchman ap-" u
. plied to engineering. The measurements were made c
t by a pule with an iron end, so constructed that c
. when it touched the rock it ran up into the wood d

two feet, and on being hoisted out of the water re- h
sumed its usual length. As the contractors on Dia- £
raond lteef had nothing to offer their Alderinanio c

guests but tbe wine this little unocdote was related I;
over the walnuts, aud, iu cot.sequence, there was a u

5 spirit of determination to guard the city treasury 8
and protect the interests of coiumerco. d

VOBK OX THE 11KKF. t
I It is plain, however, that the contractors, Messrs.

Busted Si Kroehl were paid or their names would be
s more familiar to the present generation than they tl
1 now are. It is equally plain that they never really &
j finished the work they had undertaken, Tor sotuo- h

body has been blasting on thatroef almost ever since, n
Hock enough has been removed to build a city of tl

' gueiss. Where the stone all came from is a mystery, tl
r and the Whitehall boatmen have a favorite theory o

that the same scows which curried it away in the ri
1 daytime came back and dropped their cargoes into fl
j the bed ot the river at night. Indeed it is no figure ii

of speech to say that Diamond lteef has become the p
richest jewel in the crowu of catboat jokers, aud, t<
what is more rotnarkable, it has been increasing in 1
size in geometrical ratio with the efforts of engln- a

, neers and contractors. In 18941 it was described as h
200 feet long, aud, ou au average. 90 feot wide, aud t

3 twenty years later it was 400 feot long and u
) 290 feet wide within the 20-foot curve of mean low tl
s water. When work was first begun upon it it pro- n

joctcd to within thirteen feet of the surface of the 11
t water at high tide; after twenty years its depth was a

nineteen feet below the low water surface. Every
possible appliance lias been used during tbesc long s
series of years to remove tbe obstruction. At ono e
time nitro-glyccrino was employed, but it proved as 8
ineffective us the l'asley system had been before. t
Then when General Newton undertook the work he p
put into operation his dredging scow which he had b
used with success ou Way's and Cocuties reefs. tl
blasting was dono three times a week, each blast dis- I
lodging about two hundred tons of stone. Early in ti
1875 it was believed that only seven months more a
would bo necessary to reduce the work to the rc- «

quired level, but the next year the Herald reported a
Ueueral Newton aa still blasting away at the reef, li
believing that 1

' Patient dint and powder shock 9
Will blast an empire or a rock. ll

In 18745, while the diamond steel drills were still P
at work, the late Pilot Commissioner Blunt was con- J
fident that the work would be finished by the lat of *'

December, with twenty-four teet ot water. The uext J1
year a similar expectation was entertained, bnt it was ^
not realized. Last year the work was actually re- P
gardcd an finished, but soon after tbe scow vu re- "

moved a bark bumpoJ her bottom ou tbe bed. The u

reet » called alter tbe ship Diamouu, Captain Macy, w
' which struck there torty years ago, and vessels have ®

i been striking on the rock ever since. Indeed the
( reet has become a sort ot "tuuuy bone" in the arm *

ot the merchant service. To strike it is a necessity, 11
1 sooner or later, and the shock is always laughed at P

when its effects have passed away. Even General r<

, Newton, grave engineer as he is, has somehow got "

the humor ot that reef into his blood. 11
1 INTKUVIKW WITH OEKKBAI, NKWTOW.
r "If a ship drawing twenty-two feet ot water," he
t aaid to a Hkbalii reporter, with suppressed merrl- *

meut beaming out ot his blue eyes, "tries to go over
1 a reef where there is only twenty feet it is apt to '
i strike, isn't it?" 1

The reporter did not attempt to deny this self-evl- *

deut proposition, although he felt it was conceived *]1 aomewhut iu the spirit with which Ah Sin mot liill
Eye.

"liut whon will tbo work be finished. General?"
the reporter ventured to ask. The General was grave *'

in sn instant. Tho accomplished engineer evidently 1
' felt that these were very close quarters.

"At the close or the present season or early in the ®'

nest," he answered, with earnestness. "Until this ''

summer we were never able to work regularly on ^
Diamond lleef. It is reallya difficult work, not be- al

cause the rock bed is so very hard but owing to the
unyielding character of the deposit. We cannot *'

dredge it in the ordinary way, hut must cut it up 0

aud lift it off the rock surface before we can work on
the reef itself with any effect. We are now at work
steadily on the obstruction, and I think aro very
near the completion of our task."

FAITHLESS EMPLOYEES. j."
T

TICKETS STOLEN FROM THE BOX ON AN "L" jj
ROAD PLATFORM.CONFESSIONS OP A NEWS- .

BOT. Ci

The officers of tho Sixth aveuuo "L" road dlscov- n

ered not long since Gist quantities of tickets had 11
been stolen, ss tlioy believed, from the Forty-second o
street station, and believing something was amiss tl
there they employed Private Detective Thomas to u

keep it under surveillance. He hired a room in ai
the neighborhood, the window of which com- $
luanded the cast side ticket box where tbo "

tbofta were supposed to be perpetrated. >
For a long time tho detective's watching was u

fruitless, audbo was ou the poiut of reporting his
failure to tho railroad officiate when a seemingly tin- M
important action of the newsboy of the station xcaught tils attention aud quickly led to tho unravel- j.meutof the mystery, this little fellow, James a<Murphy by name, was accustomed to parade Bt
the platform during the afteruoous when downward
bound passeugers are lew, aud after the passage of
each uptown train (ruin the station he would suddenly
become immersed in the perusal of a newpaper,which he always spread out to read in front of the
ticket box. The detective, remarking that this prac- hi
tloe was regularly repeated, concluded that It wse by Dithis msuieuvro the theft of thu tickets was hidden
from the staff attached to tbo other station. He look P1
young Murphy to the company's office at No. 71 ol
Broadway and accused hiiu of beiug coucorued In the o«
thoit. fa
The boy made a clean breast of the whole affair. m

Ho stated that a short time ago he was asked by the fc
gateuiau, Aaron 11. Holllus, who is a son of the late d<
Coroner Kolilus, to screen the box while he slipped ea
a few of thu tickets out. lie had a fow debts to pay, w
the boy reported him to have said, aud, as his
daily wages of 91 75 were Inadequate, he had no
alternative but to turn his advantage to account.
When secured the boy turned tho tickets over to
Pedro Agrsmonte, the ticket seller, who dlspieed of
them to tho incoming passungere. Murphy said ho hi
had repoatod tho trick twice a day except ou two D|
days, when tbe box was only manipulated ouco. A
couplu of tickets constituted his shsro of the plun-
der. ; a"

A warrant for tlio arr««t of ltolltna and Agramonto V
vh laaueU by Juatloo Mnitth on tbo preaoutatlon of H
thla atatvuinnt, and on Friday ulglit tlie pair waro
taken into ouatodjr. Agramoutu la a young man of 01

[ood education, and ia related to General Agramonte,
Ue Cuban patriot, lu addition to liia aervlcea ax
icket Holler lie gave lessons in aeveral languages, of
vliich lie ia a Waaler. He wu« deeply a floetod by Ilia
rrext. and in a voluntary contesmou implicated not
>nly ludliiia but alao u conductor named George P.
Vhite, who he believed bad sold part of the
icketa to a Mr. Smith, the Iatter'e pur.-haec of
hem being in good faith. When the jirismera,to whoae number White hal been
dded, were produced in the Yorkville Court
esterday, Superintendent Van I rockiiu, Vice PresllentGuilford and General McCook, couuaei lor the
ailroad, appeared against tin tit. They siguilled
heir Intention not to proeecute the hoy Murphy,
irho now enlarged their Information by telling that
Lgrumoutc hud kept the ticketK within reach by
uoiateuiug the giant* anriacn they had to elide
hrough. Roliina and Agrauionte were held, and
Vhite was remanded.

CONVICT LABOR.

N ARGUMENT SUBMITTED ON BEHALF OF Till
INDUSTRIAL CLASSES TO THE JOINT LEGISLATIVEINVESTIGATING *Cl)M MISSION.
The member* of the Joint Legislative Commission
ppoiutcd by the State* of MasHachueetts, Connect!utand New Jersey, to examine iuto tho effect proneedupon froo labor by the system of convict
tbor, now employed in tho prisons of uuarly ovory
tato, have departed for their homes. Senator A. P.
lorae and Representative Charles H. Litchwm have
one to Boston to hear further views ou the subject
udsr investigation, and Messrs. Edward Hocttie,

A 1111,u.,,1 W It Mnmliv A S Mnvriolr un.l

. 1). Hunt, of Now Jersey, are busily engaged in
omparing views with the gentlemen representing
lie State or Connecticut, Messrs. L. P. Doming, W.
\ Willcox, J. Tiornoy, Edmund Twootfey and P.
1. Clark. Before leaving New York, the com*

lissiou received what the members regarded as

cry valuable information at the hands of prominent
'orkingmen and tradesmen, in the shape of statisiculand explanatory notes on the convict labor ays*
3m in its relation to "outside" labor. All these
otes were very carefully compiled into an elabratodocument, which has beou placed at the disosalof the commission. In opening the paper
tates that the subject is of the most utmost 1mortaucc."It luvolves not only the question
bother State Prison felons are to be allowed to Introhonest labor, but it also involves tlio question
» to whether the people of the State are to be cornelled to pay for tne keeping of tradesmen who are
treed trora want to become inmates of
hsritable institutions." A great deal of space
i gi^en to a discussion of the effect the system lias
pen the moral training of the convict, after which
tllows a brief synopsis of the kiud of trades in
rliich convicts are employed. The branches of
lanufacture In which inmates of jails are at present
ngaged are stated to be:."Stoves, shoes, machines,
ats, hollow ware, axles and flies." It is claimed
hat in the manufacturing of these articles about a
ozen branches of skilled labor are affected, either
ircctly or indirectly. The number of convicts in
he prisons of tho State Is placed at about 7.000, and
f this number a very largo portion is under conract.In Sing Sing Prison some 1,300 to 1,500 conictsare employed.1,000 being under contract with
'erry A Co. and about 300 with the Bay State Shoe
oujpany. The tormor firm are stove inaiiuactureraand have a contract nntil Decerner,1881. They pay the men about flfty cents
day. The Bay State Company hire their men at a
ike amount, and have a contract until April, 1882.
u Auburn Prison Dunn, Solomon A Co., shoe manfacturers, employ 200 convicts at flfty cents a day.
heldon k Co. have an "axle" contract for eighty
ueit at forty-two cents a day, and a "machine"
ontract for flfty men at forty cents a day. George
loruiug employs 100 men on shoes at forty cents a
ay, and Haydcu k Smith contract for 100 mon at
:alf a dollar a day, who work on "hame and plate."
'oxell k Jones huvo a contract for 100 men at flfty
outs a day fof the manufacture of hollow ware,
o Clinton Prison about four hundred convicts ars
nder engagement to Carroll A Co., for which the
late receives, on an average, less than sixty cents a
*y for each convict. These men are employed la
he manufacture of hats.

"DOOltn TO 8UFFKB."
"Of course," continues the memorial, "when some
housauds of men, receiving only on an average flfty
enta a day, are competing with outside labor, the
titer is bound to suffer. The manufacturer who is
iot a contractor must close up his shop or reduce
he wages of hia employes. In the end, therefore,
he skilled mechanic or laborer suffers and sooner
r later is obliged to accept pay at almost as low a
ate as paid for convicts. But this is not all. The
lty cents a day received by the Htato for each felon
j barely sufficient to support him, while the scanty
ittauce received by outside workmen has to go
oward the support of a family of half a dozen persona,
'he result in many instauces is that our almshouses
re filled by poor mechanics and the State, which
as not to pay for the support of convicts, is obUged
o contribute toward the support of a class that
inder other olrcumstanccs would be the support of
ho government. Thus, the State injures a class of
aost reputable citizens in its effort to make a little
louey out or the labor of the most disreputable
lass of felons."
In order to estimate tho real injury of the contract
ystein on tho industrial classes the tradesmou
xauiine at leugth the workings of the systom in
iug Sing Prison. "The stove contract in this jail,"
hey say, "calls for 1.00U men, all of whom, it is
rovided. must bo able-bodied and serviceable at this
ranch of labor. At flfty cents a day for each man
he dully income to the State would amount to $500.
u a year the State would receive over $150,000. If
he contractors were forced to employ outside labor,
s less favored manufacturers are obliged to do, they
ronld have to pay about $2 60 a day. * m The
uuual expense to the contractor would, if outside
tbor was employed, amount to almost $800,000.
'bus the contractor makes a profit of over $800,000,
rliich amount would, under different clroumstauces,
isve to be uxpenoed among the honest industrial
lortiou of the community. Before the present stove
outracts were entered into with the State some ten
houBsud workers In this branch of busiiesswere employed at $2 50 a day, aud
iad steady work at that rate. When the
irlaou wares wuro brought into the market
lowever. a reaction took place. The wage* of the
iien were reduced aliuoat one-half and aorne of tha
rorkers were left without work. The same relative
(feet h&H been produced upon the ahoe and hat
rudea. "In closing. the patitionera earnestly pray
hat tlio lueinbera of the commiaaion will adviaa
heir Commonwealths to nao every tneane in thoir
ower to remedy this condition of things." They
ecognizc, they say, that it la only by a concerted
ioveineut iu various States that any permanent reicfcan be obtained.

I-BOMIMKH Or AID.
It ia Incidentally remarked that Governor-elect
lonzo B. Cornell haa promised to look attar the Inirestsof the labor claan when he takes hla seat in
iin gubernatorial clialr. After his nomination for
lie Governorship a committee ot workingmen
aitod upon hlui and preseuted their grievances,
[e listened attentively and, as the story goes, asked
loin:.
"What do yon want me to do, gentlemen!"
"We want yon to help us to earn an honest living
nd do away with the convict labor system," was
lie reply of the spokesman.
"I will do all in my power to aid yon. If I am
lected I will see that you get Justice, and if I should
e defeated I will take care of your interests lu the
cgialature at Albany. After election call around
ud see mo and we'll talk matters over more fully."
The deputation lett, well pleased with their recepon,and Intend soon to pay the Governor elect authorvisit.

MILK SELLERS FINED.
The Board of Health In the Court ot Special 8e»
iona yesterday prosecuted eighteen milk dealers and
rocers charged with ths aale of adulterated milk,
he Board was represented by Colonel Hastings and
r. J. U. White, in ono case the complaint was dlalissedand two caaos were adjourned. In the other
iinch the following tinea wero Imposed:.John Carnil,of No. 1147 EIU ibeth street, who said that ha
nrchased only six quarts a day, two of which he
>id to hla own son. who never complained
f tlio poor quality of the milk, and
no other four of which was for tha
an of Ills own family, was lined f ft. David Davids,
ho keeps a small grocery at No. 707 Third avenue,
ud who told milk watered twelvo per cent, was lined
10; Christian names, of No. ftOH Second avenue.
iiH fined fill; A. L. Hatch, or No. K77 Sixth avenue,
>r two offences, was fined (20; John Humrael, of
o. :»41 Seventh avenue. (5; lilll Kinkuu, of No. 27
veuuu I), (6; William Kilgore, of No. 221 Watt
:roet, |J; Sarah Vauco, of No. 239 Elisabeth afreet,
5; J. H. Meyer, or No. 1117 Mott atreot, (15; Adolph
lane, of No. 77 Mott atreet, (5; Claua Tinlcen, of No,
17 Mott atreet, (5: Martin Vollrlck, of No. 127 East
iftietli atreet, (10; John Plnae, of No. 6i5 First
renite; (15, aud Michael Kenny, of No. 12 Motl
;roet, (5.

_

PROVIDING PURE MILK.

At the laat meeting of the aub-coramlttee which
ta been considering the beat mode of aupplylng
uro milk to tbe city it waa determined to invite
raotioal auggoatlona in furtherance of the detaila
the enterprise. The committee will communl*

ite at oucn with all institutions and with private
millos, with a view to ascertaining what the de.
sml* on the system will be, and they will also
irthwith try to make arrangements with parties
islroua of undertaking the delivery of the sealed
ma within the various districts into which the city
ill be divided for working purposes.

EVACUATION DAY.
Evacuation Day, November 25, will be dnly cole-
rated ua uaual by the Vcteraus of the War
F 1813. The Uultod 8tatea flag will be
lined at the Ilattery by David Van Aradale
ltd the flag at Old Kort Clinton, In tho Central Park,
y Adjutant Jay Oould Warner. In the evening the
eterann will dine with tho Jutland brother*. at the
turtevant limine, and it In expected that all the nurItorn of the war of 1813 will be preaeut on the
BCaalon


